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Meaning of Eucharist? 
 

Luke 13:34-35 – O Jerusalem! How often have 
I tried to bring together your children, as a 
bird gathers her young under her wings, and 
you would not! 
 

Jesus did not come to save souls as many imag-
ine people today. Rather, He was opening up 
new ways for the national community as well 
as for humankind. If the Jews had listened to 
Him, the social and political tension which led 
to the revolt of AD 66 and the subsequent de-
struction of Jerusalem in AD 70 would not 
have taken place. 
 

Previously, Jerusalem had been destroyed in 
587 BC by the Chaldean Babylonians, The 
prophets wrote that Jerusalem’s destruction 
was a punishment for its crimes in the presence 
of God. Now, Jesus announces another – a punishment for the 
blood of the prophets, the blood of Christ and the blood of the 
first Christians killed by the Jews. 
 

Jesus came to gather the scattered children of Israel but they 
did not recognize the hour God when He visited them. The 
presence of God would abandon them … and reside among the 
converted pagans as had happened in the past (see Ezekiel 8).  
 

Henceforth, they would not find God in their books nor in the 
Temple of Jerusalem left empty and there would be no other 
intervention of God … on their behalf … to restore and gather 
the Jewish people, until the day they recognize Christ. 
 

Jerusalem lay a ruined city of ghosts for 60 years. The Roman 
Emperor Hadrian decided to build a new city on its site, call-
ing it Colonia Aelia Capitolana. Hadrian issued a decree in 
AD 135 barring circumsized persons from entering or staying 
in the city. Death would be meted out to those who violated 
his decree. 
 

The Ottoman Turks ruled from 1517.  In 1917, after the Battle 
of Jerusalem, the British Army captured the city thus becom-
ing the capital of the British mandate of Palestine. In 1949, it 
was divided into eastern and western sectors under Israeli and 
Jordanian control. In 1967, Israeli forces wrested away Jorda-
nian control from the eastern sector. As Israel's capital, Jerusa-
lem has remained a point of convergence by Zionists, Chris-
tians and Muslims and their bone of contention. Official rec-
ognition by the international community has largely been 
withheld pending final settlement of regional territorial rights. 

What Is Eucharistic Adoration?  
by Rev. Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J., S.T.D. 

 

Jesus waits for us in this Sacrament of Love. In 
the sacred Host, He is present, the true treasure, 
always awaiting us. By adoring this Presence do we 
learn how to receive Him properly. 
 

There we can speak with Him about everything. 
We can offer Him petitions, concerns, our troubles, 
our joys, our gratitude, our disappointments, our 
needs and our aspirations. Above all we can re-
member to pray: Lord send laborers into Your har-
vest! Help me to be a good worker in Your vine-
yard! When asked: What would save the world? 
Mother Teresa replied: My answer is prayer. What 
we need is for every parish to come before Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament in holy hours of prayer. 
 

Remain in Me, as I remain in you. We grow 
spiritually with each moment we spend with Jesus! Through our 
Adoration, Jesus calls us to a personal relationship – to become 
His friends and disciples –, to remain in Him – Divine Intimacy –, 
to remain in His love – keep His commandments. He promises that 
all those who remain tightly bonded to Him, will bear much fruit 
and their joy will be complete. For without Him, we can do noth-
ing. 
 

Through this friendship, we are inspired and strengthened to take 
on life's challenges, to carry our daily cross 
with a new attitude, to become a new creation 
– more and more like Jesus. 
 

Through Eucharistic Adoration - we pro-
claim Jesus to the World. Eucharistic Adora-
tion is an affirmation of our faith. Through 
this vigil of prayer, we give witness to our 
belief that God truly dwells with His people. 
 

Love one another as I have loved you. Eu-
charistic Adoration helps build a community of love. The Eucha-
rist is the Sacrament of unity, Jesus unifying His people. Through 
the personal love, that one shares with the Saviour, one is more 
able to grasp the reality that we are the whole Body of Christ. 
 

Prayers as a community, especially intercessory prayers for the 
needs of the community and the World — help to build a civiliza-
tion of love — to transform the World.  
 

The prayers that we say can draw the World and everybody in the 
World closer to Christ and to God the Father for His blessing. 
 

(To be continued December 2012) 
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The Secret of Mary  
by St. Louis Marie de Montfort 

Please open our spiritual blindness. 

If we would go up to God and be united with … 
conformed to … Him, we must use the same means 
… the same way … He used to come down to us … 
to be made man and to impart His graces to us. That 
means … that way … is true devotion to our 
Blessed Virgin Mother, Mary. 
 

The perfect devotion to Mary, known and practiced 
by very few persons … consists in giving oneself 
entirely … and as a slave to Mary, and to Jesus 
through Mary; and, after that, to do all that we do … 
through, with, in and for … Mary. 
 

By this devotion, we offer and give, consecrate and 
sacrifice to Jesus through Mary … voluntarily, lov-
ingly and without constraint … entirely and without 
reserve: Our body and soul; our exterior property 
such as house, family and income; our interior and 
spiritual possessions – namely, our merits and 
graces, the value of our prayers, alms, sacrifices, 
fasting, virtues and everything we hold dear … eve-
rything … we leave to Mary to freely dispose of … and ap-
ply to all according to her own will for the greater glory of 
God … which she alone knows perfectly. 
 

By this act of consecration to Jesus through Mary, we leave 
at the disposal of Mary not only the value of our good works 
but … all else, nothing excepted … that Mary may apply 
them by her will and intention – perhaps, for relief or deliv-
erance of a soul in Purgatory … or the conversion of sinners 
… or conversion of a sovereign nation. 
 

We give to Jesus through Mary … all that belongs to us … 
in and for eternity. Mary will preserve, augment and embel-
lish … all the values of our prayers and good works, the 
merits of sanctifying grace and of glory … distributes them 
to whom she pleases … and applies them for the greater 
glory of God.       (To be continued  December 2012) 
 

Note: If you wish to undertake the exercise preparatory to 
consecration to Jesus through Mary, please email broDuffy.  
 

The Holy Spirit 
  

John 15:26-16:1-15: From the Father, I will send you the 
Spirit of Truth … When this Helper comes, He will testify 
about Me. You, too, will be my witnesses for you have been 
with Me from the beginning … He will guide you into the 
whole Truth. 
 

At times, Jesus spoke in parables … in veiled language … 
poetry. But, the Spirit of Truth is not a poetic figure: The 
Spirit is the common Spirit of the Father and the Son. 
 

On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit began to act in the 
Church, showing that He was the Spirit of Christ. The Acts 
of the Apostles record how the Holy Spirit worked on them. 
First, the Holy Spirit gifted them with the grace of joy, peace 
and mutual love, and the inner certainty that Jesus   >>>> 

was among them. Then, the Spirit bestowed them with mi-
raculous powers. 
 

The Holy Spirit guides missionaries … gives them power to 
perform miracles … gives to believers the knowledge of 
God, new abilities for working, healing, serving and shaking 
up a sinful world. Throughout history, the Spirit will uplift 
people … Adorers … of faith, martyrs, prophets and, 
through them, will transform the world. 
 

In this way, Jesus, seemingly defeated, will be justified; it 
will be evident that the loser is Satan who already has been 
condemned. The evil spirit, great director of the worldly 
show, is displaced and its influence limited. A new force – 
the Holy Spirit – orients history and guides us towards total 
Truth. 
 

Blessed Pope John Paul II writes: Our relationship with Je-
sus is integrally joined to our relationship with the Holy 
Spirit Whose first and greatest accomplishment is Jesus 
Himself, incarnated in Mary. St. Louise Marie de Montfort, 
Pope Leo XIII and Pius XII also wrote of Mary as the 
Spouse of the Holy Spirit.  (To be continued December 2012) 
  

St. Joseph 
 

St. Joseph is Patron of a Good Death – passing away with perfect 
faith and peace of Heart – Protector of Virginity – respectful of 
Mary’s divine motherhood – and Patron of the Universal Church – 
one who calls on him never calls in vain. 
 

Matthew 1:19 calls St. Joseph an upright man. In his book The Alli-
ance of the Two Hearts: Hope of the World (1997) – courtesy of As-
sisi Development Foundation, Inc. – Rev. Fr. Michael O’Carroll, 
C.S.Sp. refers to St. Joseph as the greatest Jew in the life of Jesus, 
after Him and Mary. 
 

He asserts that St. Joseph was gifted with the unique 
destiny to be the first and perfect model of devotion 
to the Two Hearts – the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. St. Joseph enjoyed 
the presence of Jesus, our Redeemer, and Mary, our 
Mediatrix; he was legal and adoptive father, and 
tutor, of Jesus; true married spouse, breadwinner 
and protector of Mary. 
 

We must trust the intercessory power of St. Joseph — also patron of 
those who work as God’s instruments to preserve the beauty of crea-
tion and to use the fruits of the earth to sustain the human race. 

 

Angels and Archangels 
From Breakfast with Angels by Traci Mullins (1996). 

 

Balaam had prophetic gifts for which Zippor, 
King of Moab, summoned Balaam: Place a curse 
on the Israelites led by Moses who were en-
camped on the plains of Moab at the western side 
of the River Jordan, opposite Jericho. On his way 
to the King, Balaam encountered a fierce angel 

who blocked his path. Balaam did not see the angel … his donkey did 
… which promptly turned off the road and went in to the fields.               
                                         See Page 9, Column 1 
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* On Prayer  and On Silence * On Brotherhood * Apostolic Works of Mercy * 

On Prayer  

     From An Infinity of Little Hours by 
Nancy Klein Maguire (2006). 

 

The Camaldolese, the Cistercians and 
the Trappists are all reformed monastic 
orders of the sixth-century Benedictines 
– all focused entirely on God. But, the 
Catholic Church recognizes the Carthu-
sian Order – founded by St. Bruno in 

Ad 1084 – as the most contemplative, the most completely 
devoted to God Alone: Soli Deo! –their motto. 
 

St. Bruno was greatly devoted to the Blessed Virgin ary and 
regarded her as the first contemplative, the first to be very 
close to Jesus and Mother of all Carthusians. The Divine Of-
fice – Opus Dei, the public prayers of the Catholic Church – 
comprise eight hours, or segments, of prayer that are said at 
appointed times through the day. 
 

Matins, Lauds and Vespers are the three major hours; and 
Prime, Terce, Sext, None and Compline are the little hours 
and commonly recited by Carthusian monks in their cells – 
rooms – where their real lives take place. The monks bow, 
stand, kneel or sit, putting their cowls up or down, carrying 
the same ritual that they would in Church. They pray that the 
Blessed Virgin will implant the Spirit of Christ in their hearts. 
 

The Carthusian Horarium in the 1960s – Summer Schedule: 
 

0550 AM   Rise. 
600             Primes – both the Little Office of the Blessed  
                  Virgin and the Divine Office.    
0630          Angelus and Meditation. 
0715          Litany of the Saints and Conventual Mass. 
800             Terce, Private Masses and Communion (in the  
                  chapels in their cells). 
0900          Terce – Same as Primes. 
0930          Theological Studies. 
1015          Manual Work. 
1100          Sexts – Same as Primes.    
1200 NN   Spiritual Reading and Theological Studies. 
0130 PM   Angelus and Nones – Same as Primes.    
0200          Spiritual Reading. 
0230          Vespers of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
0245          Vespers. 
0315          Study. Manual Work. Prayer. 
0600 PM   Dinner. Recreation in private. 
0700          Complines – Same as Primes.    
0720          Sleep. 
1100          Rise. 
1110          Matins of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Meditation. 
1145          Matins and Lauds. Angelus. 
0200 AM  Lauds of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
0215 AM   Sleep. 
 

Note: Bold type indicates activities which monks perform 
together or, if in private cells, at the same time. The Divine 
Office, or Opus Dei, is sang or chanted.   
 

The monks never eat meat or poultry, smoke or chew to-
bacco. When they meet each other, there is no eye contact. 
                                   See Page 9, Column 1 

On Silence 
From The Ragged Edge of Silence: Finding Peace  

In a Noisy World by John Francis (2011) 
 

Eight weeks into my journey of silence. I began to 
use a journal and to write by means of paintings 
because, for me, painting comes from … was the 
result of … silence. 
 

Written language, which is symbolic of the spoken 
word, postdates … comes after … spoken lan-

guage. But, there is no assurance that the petroglyphs and picto-
graphs in France … or Angono … of thousands of years ago, came 
before spoken or organized-sound language.  
 

When I begun writing from silence … and I felt I was not a good 
writer … I wrote on the page next to my painting for that first day: 
The weather. Then, I learned to describe my outside environment 
… moved indoors … and to animals then to people. 
 

I was my first portrait before I asked other people to do theirs … 
and I was kind of pleased. I began painting faces as if … and be-
cause … we are all indeed … parts of the landscape of life. This 
method fit in with my philosophy on how to approach the environ-
ment in our lives: We ARE the environment! 
 

All my paintings and the words describing them, I kept in my jour-
nals. I learned about journal-keeping from Dr. Benedict Kimmel-
mann – my dentist as I grew up and, later, my friend and mentor – 
with whom I shared a special relationship which started as a child 
of eight years old.                      See Page 8, Column 1 

 
 

Merton: A Biography 
By Monica Furlong (1980) 

 

What sort of Catholic was Thomas Merton after 
his baptism at age 23? He thought he was luke-
warm but devoutly pious: Mass on weekdays and 
Sundays; confession and communion once a 
week; learned to pray the Rosary; used the Mis-
sal; and did a great deal of spiritual reading. 

 

Still, there were the movies and slot machines, wild parties with  
terrible hang-overs and affairs with women. He remembers flinging 
a can of pineapple juice at a street light. Finished with his M.A., he 
began work on his Ph.D. dissertation – on Gerald Manley Hopkins 
– and began writing poetry – an inspiration he attributes to his be-
coming a Catholic: He had been unable to write poetry before then. 
 

Conversations with his Jewish friends made Merton feel that: All 
these people were much better Christians than I. They understood 
God better. Why was I so mixed up … confused? He read St. 
Augustine’s Confessions and Thomas Aquinas’ Summa Theologica. 
Once, in the middle of the night, drinking with friends, he confided 
to one that he wanted to enter a monastery and become a priest – 
the idea was received without much interest and surprise. 
 

The next day, late afternoon, he entered St. Francis Xavier Church 
and, as he gazed at the monstrance, Thomas felt Jesus asking him if 
Merton would consent to become a priest. And, knowing full well 
where he was headed, Merton replied to Jesus: Yes, I want to be a 
priest, with all my heart. If it is your Will, make me a priest. 
                                         See Page 8, Column 1 

Brotherhood  
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If you love Me, I will turn ALL things to the GOOD. 

On Leaders 
 

In God, Country and Notre Dame: An 
Autobiography of Theodore M. Hesburgh, 
C.S.C (1990), Fr. Hesburgh writes: Good 
leadership is simple — All you need is to 
know where you are and a vision … a 
dream … of where you want to be in the 
future … and the ability to inspire people 
to help you get there … by formulating 
plans and mobilizing resources, including 
but not limited to, raising men/methods/

money to achieve his goal … his vision.  
 

The Way by St. Josemaria Escriva (1954): With God’s grace 
and with your constant practice of self-denial in little things, 
you will increase in strength and manliness of character … 
virtue! First, you will become aster of yourself; then a guide 
and a leader – to compel, to urge, to draw others with your 
example … your word … your knowledge … and your 
power. Be firm! Be strong! Be a man! Then … be an angel! 
 

2 Peter 1:1-2:15: Beware the false teachers among you …. 
God did not pardon the angels who sinned but cast them into 
hell …. Proud and daring people are not afraid of insulting 
fallen spirits while the angels, superior in strength and 
power, do not accuse them in the Presence of the Lord ….  
 

So, strive with the greatest determination and increase your 
faith with strength … strength with knowledge … knowl-
edge with moderation … moderation with constancy … con-
stancy with piety … piety with fraternal love and fraternal 
love with charity. 
 

And so, the question: What do Adorers want to be? A lamp 
hidden under the bed or a lamp on a stand which is where it 
should be? 
 

2 John 7-11 – Many deceivers have gone out into the world 
… people who are impostors and antichrists … who do not 
remain within the teachings of Christ … who do not have 
God. He who remains in the teachings of Christ has both the 
Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house. 
Even in greeting him, you would become an accomplice in 
his wicked deeds.       (To be continued December 2012) 

 

  On Virtues 
 

Virtue (Latin: virtus) is moral excellence; 
a positive trait or quality which is deemed 
to be morally good and thus is valued as a 
foundation of principle and good moral 
being. Virtues are characteristics valued as 
promoting collective and individual great-
ness. The opposite of virtue is vice. 
 

Webster’s Third International Dictionary 
(1966) defines VIRTUE (Old French VIR 

means man) as, among others, wisdom based on knowledge 
of good which makes a person act in accordance with that 
good. Hence, a father gives his child a banana than a snake 
for food.                                 See next Column >>>> 

In The Joyful Christian (1977), C. S. Lewis shares his thoughts: A 
man who perseveres in doing just-actions gets in the end a certain 
quality of character which we refer to as VIRTUE. Christ wants us 
to use what little sense we have and He is not fond of intellectual 
slackers and of other slackers. The proper motto is thus: Be good 
and clever as much as you can, without doing evil. 
 

Why must Christians … Adorers … cultivate VIRTUE in their daily 
lives? Proverbs 10:1-31 extols the virtuous man because … he will 
never be disturbed … he is open to instruction … stores up learning 
and has respect for discipline … his toil brings him life; evil-doers 
will not survive on earth … he ignores correction … his feet speed 
toward ruin. 
 

In Chapter One, page 1 of The Way (1954), St. Josemaria Escriva 
writes, on Character: May your conversation be such that everyone, 
who sees or hears you, can say: This person reads the life of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

We propose that, after the theological virtues of faith, hope and love, 
PATIENCE best characterizes the Way of Christ hence will be given 
enough space in this newsletter. In Patience: How We Wait Upon the 
World (1997), David Baily Harned argues that patience is necessary 
for us to progress beyond childishness toward a mature sense of re-
sponsibility and true freedom. Patience reveals the quality of our 
relations with both God and neighbor. 
 

So, why patience? First, patience is an essential ingredient of every 
virtue. Second, all virtues reside in patience itself. Third, patience 
can be a vice as well as a virtue; impatience can be a virtue and a 
vice. Fourth, patience is inseparable from humility and gratitude. 
 

Patience it is then. We will learn that patience always travels with 
company … is the foster parent of justifiable impatience …. There is 
no true patience where one or more of the other virtues are absent 
from its; true patience requires the presence of all other virtues for 
its own health – otherwise, it withers … shrivels … and dies. 
 

(To be continued December 2012) 
 

Robert Lax. Born 1915; died 26 September 
2000. American poet, associated with famed 
twentieth century Trappist monk and writer 
Thomas Merton.  
 

From 1965, Lax resided on the Greek island of 
Patmos. His work Circus of the Sun was ac-
claimed by The New York Times Book Re-
view as the greatest English language poem of 
this century; an excerpt was handed out to 
those attending Lax's funeral at St. Bonaven-
ture University on September 29:  

And in the beginning was love. Love made a sphere: all things grew 
within it; the sphere then encompassed, beginnings and endings, 
beginning and end. Love had a compass whose whirling dance 
traced out a sphere of love in the void: in the center thereof rose a 
fountain. 
 

Lax converted from Judaism to Catholicism in 1943, five years after 
his friend Thomas Merton; their friend Edward Rice was godfather 
to both men. The following is attributed to Lax: A man goes to the 
confessor and says: I can’t love God! And, the confessor says: All 
right, then, let Him love you.  

The Good Shepherd. 

Moses  
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5 On Mission and the ANF Commission 

On Mission 
 

Matthew 13:47-52 reminds us of the 
first activity of the Church … of 
missionaries … of the Adoracion 
Nocturna Filipina: Mission – that is, 
to catch people. Mission brings in 
all kinds of people … some with-
draw at the first encounter with dif-
ficulty … some persevere and be-
come committed members … some 
will be thrown out.  
 

Luke 10:1-9 reports on the mission 
… the responsibility of the Church 
… its missionary-Adorers … to the 
end of the world: Evangelization!  
 

Jesus reminds us of our primary 
responsibility because the Church, 
… its Adorers and their Turno/
Section/Councils … when present 
long enough in a particular place, 
tend to believe that … everyone has 

received the Good news … our job is finished … we do not 
have to evangelize at all – that is an ILLUSION! 
 

Even in the best of circumstances, many … persons, fami-
lies, neighborhoods … wait for years for … a missionary … 
an Adorer … to visit them. They will welcome you with joy 
but not all will commit themselves … to be Adorers. But, 
they will remember your visit … as a moment of grace … 
and help them keep some degree of faith in their lives. 
Hence, your efforts do not go to waste. 
 

Some people whose hearts are touched by God … during 
your visit … will become active members of His Church. 
The best people for missionary work are often those recently 
converted and evangelized while you … missionary-Adorers 
… are yourselves re-evangelized and re-formed 
 

What is absolutely essential is this: The Father sends mis-
sionaries … Adorers … to the world … to those you need to 
visit. The Father also sends His Spirit to move … inflame … 
enkindle … the mind and heart … of those whom you will 
visit … your listeners … your target audience. 
 

With the apostles long gone, some feel free to teach their 
own doctrine … replacing the teachings of Christ with reli-
gious discourses … thus adulterating genuine faith. Defend-
ing the acts of the apostles … and looking after the election 
and formation of ministers worthy of their mission … are 
duties of the successors of the apostles.  
 

How are Adorers expected to conduct themselves during 
these visitations? To what rule … rules … mores … stan-
dards … must we, Adorers, who are on mission … submit 
our own formation modules? Read Timothy and Titus … 
again and again … for inspiration. Timothy and Titus were  
associates of St. Paul. Both were officially consecrated to 
the service of the Gospel by visiting the churches with the 
authority of St. Paul.     (To be continued December 2012) 

The ANF Commission 
 

Our Constitution and By-Laws strive to 
emulate – replicate, when possible – the 
Will, the Words, the Works and the Way 
of our Saviour, Jesus Christ … through 
the Blessed Sacrament … the Holy 
Eucharist … the center of our worship. 
 

We believe that Jesus is really and t ruly 
present in the Blessed Sacrament … that 
the source of the body and blood of Jesus 

is the Blessed Virgin Mary. In response to His invitation to share His 
life, we – as individuals and as an organization of Adorers – obtain 
union with Him in the Holy Eucharist and is serving to fulfill the 
Church’s mission: Evangelization – of men, women and youth. 
 

We commit to attract, organize, nurture and maintain men, women 
and youth in Turnos, Sections and Councils in our respective chap-
els, parish, vicariate and diocese/archdiocese. We radiate our effu-
sive and fervent love for Jesus to as many nations as we are allowed 
by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Every Adorer – man, woman and youth … as an individual and as a 
group in Turno/Section/Council – commits to an apostolic work of 
mercy … properly adapted to current needs – moral, political, demo-
graphic, social, economic, parochial, etc. Likewise, every Turno, 
Section and Council adopts its own apostolate … including that of 
ensuring that every Christian home has its own Bible and uses it 
properly … a prerequisite for evangelization. 
 

Notable Activities in the short-term: 
07 December 2012 – National Council Executive Committee meet. 
Starts with a vigil at 8AM. Meeting Proper starts at 915AM. 
15 December 2012 – 4th 2012 National Council meet. Starts at 1PM. 
National/Regional/Archdiocesan/Diocesan Council officers must be 
in attendance and report on their respective Councils. Mass follows 
at 4PM then the Christmas Party. Exchange gifts worth PhP200.00. 
25-27 January 2013 – ANF Silent Retreat at Mirador Hills, Baguio 
City. Fee: PhP3,000.00, inclusive of transportation to and from Ba-
guio; PhP2,000.00 if you have your own transport. For reservations, 
call Bro. Manuel I. Granados at the National Office. 
8-10 March 2013 – National Council Trainors’ Training Seminar: 
Second Group at St. Scholastica’s Retreat House, Tagaytay City. 
Fee: PhP2,000.00. For reservations, call Bro. Manuel I. Granados at 
the National Office. 
 

<(-: Wisdom of the Ancients :-)> 
Francis J. Kong shares these anecdotes from his column Business Matters: 

Beyond the Bottom Line — Philippine Star, 29 September 2012 
 

Question:What does it take to be healthy? Answer: Self-discipline! 
One person thought long and hard and came up with this conclusion: 
The advantage of exercising everyday is that you die healthier! 
 

This is my favorite: My grandmother started walking five miles a 
day when she turned 60. She’s 97 now and we don’t know where the 
heck she is. 
 

<(-: JokeS only :-)> 
 

Question: What’s the difference between a liturgist and a terrorist? 
Answer: You can reason with a terrorist. 

Competence is Confidence. 

The China Mission: Jesus is 
at the upper center with St. 
Francis Xavier and St. Igna-
tius of Loyola, kneeling. 
Standing: Xu Guangqi and 
Matteo Ricci.  
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* Tarcisian Adorers * Eucharistic Adorers: Sinners and Saints * 

     Youth Challenge 
By Rev. Fr. Bel R. San Luis, SVD 

Taken from his column WORD ALIVE 
Manila Bulletin 09 January 1995 

 

A high-school girl from Sorsogon wrote 
to Pope John Paul II: I belong to a poor 
family, Your Holiness. Father is a car-
penter; mother is a teacher. I have 
started saving some pesos every day so I 
could come to Manila when you visit 
our country. In my own little way, I 
have been doing my share in the work of 
evangelization. I serve as lector in our 

Church; I do catechetical work with children in our parish; 
I share with the less fortunate what little I have. 
 

This youthful testimony exemplifies the task of evangeliza-
tion. Her letter tells of her fitting response to the Holy Fa-
ther’s Call to Action addressed specially to the youth: The 
whole Church is missionary and evangelizing. Christians 
are missionaries. You who have discovered Christ and know 
something of Him must bring Him to others! Be evangelizers 
in the place where you have been placed – in family and 
school, at work and where you spend your free time …. Do 
not remain silent and indifferent to the plight of those your 
own age who do not know Christ well enough. Speak coura-
geously about Christ; bear witness to your faith through a 
lifestyle inspired by the Gospel. The harvest is great indeed 
for evangelization and so many workers are needed. God 
trust you and counts on your collaboration. 
 

How can youth participate in Christ’s work of salvation? 
The Vatican Council, in its document on the Laity, declares: 
There are innumerable opportunities …. The very testimony 
of their Christian life, and good works done with the Spirit 
have the power to draw men to God. The exemplary way 
you live your ordinary life in extra-ordinary ways does more 
good than kilometric sermons and voluminous books.  
 

Young people can give testimony of their Christian life not 
so much in words but more by their conduct, their lifestyle, 
their good example. Apostle Paul writes in Timothy 4:12: 
Do not give anyone a chance to despise you because you are 
young; but, in your words and in your conduct, in love, in 
loyalty and in purity, show yourself as an example of what 
believing people should be. 
 

These Ten Directives for the Youth are worth pondering on: 
(1) Do not let your parents down. They brought you up.  
(2) Stop and think before you drink alcoholic beverages.  
(3) Ditch dirty thoughts fast. 
(4) Show-off driving is juvenile. Do not do it; act your age. 
(5) Be smart, obey. You will give orders some day.  
(6) Choose your friends carefully. You are what they are. 
(7) Choose a date for a spouse and not to play around. 
(8) Do not go steady unless you are ready. 
(9) Go to Church regularly. Give God your all every day. 
(10)Live carefully. The soul you save may have to be your 

own. 
(To be continued December 2012) 

The Way – Chapter 23 by St. Josemaria Escriva, 
on the Communion of the Saints: Live the com-
munion of the saints and, at the moment of interior 
struggle and long hours of work, you will fell the 
joy of hardship and the strength of loneliness. 
 

We introduce to you: Venerable Alberto Capel-
lan Zuazo – farmer, father and Nocturnal Adorer. 
 

Born on 07 August 1888 in Sto. Domingo de la 
Calzada in the Rioja District of Northern Spain. Married Isabel Are-
nas Mahave on 30 June 1909 and had eight children. Lived a normal 
Christian life until he fully converted to God on January 1919. Some 
months later, he joined the association of Nocturnal Adoration. 
 

His great love for the Holy Eucharist and our Blessed Virgin 
Mother, Mary, is evident in the endorsement bestowed by the asso-
ciation on him as its President  for 15 years; 660 vigils of prayer be-
fore the exposed Blessed Sacrament; and his promotion to Veteran 
and Constant Veteran status. 
 

His spirit of adoration was inseparable from his predilection for the 
poor. He built a refuge for them in 1928 which he referred to as rec-
ollection, personally looking after his poor in spirit until their death: 
How many times I have had the great happiness of carrying Christ 
on my back in the person of the poor! 
 

Alberto Capellan Zuazo: A lay man of our time through whom 
God’s work is appreciated – Pope John Paul II granted him the status 
of Venerable on 06 April 1998. As a step closer to sainthood, let us 
pray for his beatification: Oh God, You granted to Your servant, Al-
berto Capellan Zuazo, a singular love for the mysteries of Your Body 
and Your Blood, and the charism of finding You and serving You in 
the poor: make me also able to pass through this life intimately 
united to You, serving You in the neediest of our brothers and sis-
ters. Deign to glorify Your servant, Alberto, and grant me through 
his intercession this favor that I ask of You (mention request). Amen.   
                       (Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be) 

Adorer Profile 
ERNESTO Nestor L. CONCEPCION. Born 28 
June 1947. Resides at Karuhatan, Valenzuela 
City. Married to Patty Concepcion, retired 
teacher; mother of his three sons. Elected Presi-
dent of Samahang Kabataan at Barangay level at 
age 19; at age 21, elected President of Valenzuela 
Rising Generation, a civic organization of youth.  
 

Worked for Stanford Microsystems Inc(1973-1986) rose from  ranks 
to Assistant Vice-President for Planning; Zilog Phils Inc(1986-1999) 
as Materials Manager; and Mtxtronix, Inc (1999-2004) as Vice-
President for Sales and Administration. 
 

Involved at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima Parish as 
Shrine/Parish Pastoral Council Co-Chairman, Marriage Encounter 
(speaker with sister-wife Patty), Parish Ways and Means Coordina-
tor and as President of the Ministers of the Holy Communion. 
 

Currently Chairman of the Board of Directors of Fatima Apostolate 
of Valenzuela Multi-Purpose Cooperative and Director of the 
Valenzuela Federation of Multi-Purpose Cooperatives. 
 

As an Adorer, he too rose from the ranks to become Jefe de Turno, 
President of Section 123 and                  See page 7 column 1  
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7 On Leaders and On Virtues 

Evangelization, to be true and effective, must be inculturated … 
What happens when we inculturate? The Gospel of Luke 12:16-21 
tells of the rich man who had a bumper harvest which made him 
think he had all things in life: What will I do? …. I will just build 
bigger barns and that is it. God said: You fool, this day I will de-
mand your soul from you. In a Mass in Paco, I said that when I said 
You fool! there was no reaction but when I translated that to Gago! I 
got reactions. Ibakasi ang dating ng Gago! Tinuloy ko pa: Tingnan 
ninyo, marami palang gago – naka-Mercedes Benz, nakatira sa mga 
exclusive villages, kumakain sa masasarap na restawran, tumutuloy 
sa magagandang otel – pero gago pa rin. 
 

After the Mass, somebody told me: Bishop naman, iingatan mo yung 
language mo! That is what inculturation does. You feel it. Iba ta-
laga, may kagat kapag sinabing Gago! You feel the Gospel in your 
gut, your stomach moves. And, hopefully, it will move you. Incul-
turation is essential. Otherwise, the Good News will not hit you with 
the full force and energy that it has. 
 

Reflections on the Word of God 
By Rev. Fr. Catalino C. Arevalo, S.J. 

 

The Pope insists that the Word of God is alive now ... speaking to us 
now. A book is not speaking to us but the living Jesus, through the 
Spirit, who speaks to us when we read the book …. And, Mary is the 
model of listening to the Word, making it her own living through 
words and deeds — giving us two great quotations about the Word.  
 

First: Let it be done to me according to your word (Luke 1:38) which 
Pope Benedict XVI says summarizes the meaning of Christian sacri-
fice: Open your heart so that the Word may come in ... into your 
heart …. to become the source of meaning of your life. 
 

Second: Do whatever he tells you (John 2:5). The Word is not just 
received; it is also done. In conclusion, let us immerse ourselves in 
the Word of God within the life of the Church ... to live it in our ges-
tures of love and charity toward God and our brothers and sisters. 

 

The Word of God and Priestly Spirituality 
By His Eminence Gaudencio B. Cardinal Rosales 

 

I was told to come in my soutana; I was very much elated when I 
saw Bishop Chito and Bishop Ambo wearing their soutana too. I 
wonder what Bishop Ted is going to wear this afternoon. But, in San 
Jose Seminary, we learned to take orders. The Jesuits taught us how 
to take it – biting your lip. That is the way it is up to now. 
 

It is not discouraging – nor even shameful – to admit that up to now 
the Verbum is still scouting for a home in a caro. Not one that is per-
fect but one that would welcome the Verbum, given the difficulties, 
the doubts and even the failures. Brothers and sisters, we are only 
beginning to see the start of a renewal in the life of the Church. Let 
us pray for each other. All of these are meant to lead us to Christ. 

(To be continued December 2012) 

Competence is Confidence. 

Adorer Profile … President of the Diocesan Council of 
Malolos. Currently, he is Master of Ceremonies of the Re-
gional Council of Central Luzon (RCCL) and Chairman of 
its Education & Training Committee. 
 

As a leader, he is considerate and approachable but strict; 
honest and transparent. As a friend, he is frank and candid. 
He is fond of writing poems and takes time for spiritual 
readings. He loves bowling, walking, cooking and aerobic 
exercises 3x a week. He has a good sense of humor. 
 

From A Fiery Flame: Encountering God’s Word 
Edited by Rev. Fr. James H. Kroeger, MM and Joseph D. Zaldivar 
A collection of presentations at the Josefino Forum: Verbum Dei 

held on 09 October 2009 by the Academic Committee  
of San Jose Seminary. 

 

The House of the Word: The Church 
By Most Rev. Pablo Virgilio S. David, D.D. 

Auxiliary Bishop of San Fernando, Pampanga 

For Paul, there is no Eucharist in a community whose mem-
bers do not love one another. Without love, there is no 
Eucharist. Thus, Paul warns us sternly in 1 Corinthians 
11:27-29 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be answerable 
for the body and blood of the Lord. There is no communion 
with Christ in a community whose members despise each 
other. They are ranked, not among those who are nourished 
and saved by the body and blood of Christ, but among those 
who murdered Christ. Thus received, the body of Christ ef-
fects not their salvation but their condemnation. 
 

The Voice of the Word: Revelation 
By Most Rev. Luis Antonio G. Tagle, D.D. 

Bishop of Imus 

A voice crying out in the wilderness is a wasted voice, for 
no one hears. The wilderness swallows the voice into its 
void. The voice disappears slowly into nothingness. This is 
our experience too. We often feel that our voice lands on a 
vast emptiness. But, someone IS listening – God, the One 
whose voice created the world, humanity and history from a 
dark emptiness. God continues to speak His Word, scatter-
ing the seeds of the Word, even on useless rocky and thorny 
ground. No voice is ever wasted for the God who desires to 
save even those with stony and thorny hearts. Magbabaka-
sakalilagi ang Diyos. 
 

In the wilderness of the cross, we hear the voice of the hu-
miliated, unaccepted Word. His final human word was a cry 
without words …. In the wilderness of our ministry ... of our 
family life, let us not fear to cry out loudly to the Father who 
hears in the wilderness. We hope that in our daily baptism ... 
leading to our own transfiguration with Jesus, we may fi-
nally hear the Voice from on high: You are my beloved son. 
 

The Roads of the Word: Mission 
By Most Rev. Teodoro S. Bacani, Jr., D.D. 

Bishop Emeritus of Novaliches 

Alam ninyo natutuwa ako: I realized that the first two speak-
ers – Bishop David and Bishop Tagle – were my students at 
Loyola School of Theology. The last speaker – Father Are-
valo – was teacher to all three of us at one time or another. 
Maganda. There is an age progression ….  See next column  

— Requests — 
 

1. Bro. Libertado D. Igana, Past Jefe de Turno 978 Jose Pangani-
ban, Section 114 Paracale, recently suffered a mild stroke. He re-
quests our prayers and inclusion in our vigil intentions for his recov-
ery in body and mind, soul and spirit. 
 

2. Most Rev. Pedro S. Bantigue, D.D., Bishop Emeritus of San 
Pablo, Laguna, passed away on 20 November 2012. Let us include 
him in our vigil intentions for the eternal repose of his soul. 

Be a man of virtue. 
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Competence is Confidence. *P*B*A* 

On Silence … In a dusty box at our basement was a book  
titled: The Execution of Private Slovik by William B. Huie. 
The cover illustrated a man tied to a post, slumped forward 
and his hands tied behind his back. A white hood with no 
holes for eyes was drawn over his head. 
 

The book reconstructs the life of Private Eddie Slovik, be-
fore and after he was drafted into the U.S. Army. Through 
hundreds of letters, interviews and official records, a picture 
of Slovik was painted — an unlikely pacifist who earned the 
anger of the military he was supposed to serve. Slovik was a 
soldier who realized he could not kill another human being. 
 

Several surviving members of the military court-martial 
board were interviewed. One was my dentist, Capt. Benedict 
Kimmelmann who kept a journal on the incident, bringing to 
light Dr. Kimmelmann’s angst on  the execution of Eddie 
Slovik – who now seemed to reach out beyond the grave to 
touch Dr. Kimmelmann. 
 

Capt. Kimmelmann was captured at the Battle of the Bulge. 
As a prisoner-of-war, Dr. Kimmelmann had time to re-
assess the death penalty and his part in it. He did not learn of 
the execution of Private Slovik until his release from the 
German prison camp. His journal entries told of the human 
cost of being responsible for taking another person’s life – 
even when sanctioned by the state. 
 

The court-martial boards found guilty all those charged with 
desertion during World War II but the death sentences were 
commuted – all, except one, that of Private Eddie Slovik — 
shot by firing squad: 31 January 1945, the only American 
executed for desertion since the American Civil War. 
 

Journal-writing is something we could do in silence, giving 
us the time in our busi-ness of life to re-connect with the 
space of silence or, at least, to dwell consciously on its edge. 
The silence inspired me to continue. 
 

Lesson Two on Silence. Objective: Meditation. Beginning 
to be Still. 
 

A man’s average walking speed is 2.7 miles per hour – 4.3 
kilometers per hour. In our rush, we hurtle along at hundreds 
of times this normal pace – our minds and hearts racing 
along with all our cares, worries and turmoil. 
 

To still our racing minds and hearts, Meditation is a tech-
nique which helps us regain inner peace. The beginning is 
very simple: Sit comfortably in a quiet room or a park. Rest 
your palms on either thigh. Close your eyes and be still. 
Breathe naturally. Be conscious of your breathing. 
 

Five minutes is what I started with and I increased the time 
as I felt more confident. (BroDuffy: With eyes closed, you 
might want to focus on Jesus, the Divine Mercy.) 
 
On Brotherhood … Merton changed his lifestyle: Gave up 
smoking – 40 cigarettes a day – heavy drinking and avoided 
women. His friend, Dan Walsh, listed down religious orders 
Merton might join but scratched out: The Dominicans – liv-
ing in a common dormitory; Benedictines – might end up a 
schoolmaster; the Jesuits – too busy and worldly;    >>>> 

the Trappists – appalled by their fasting and 
silence and the vegetarian diet. 
 

The Franciscan ideal appealed to Merton – 
partly because of the lack of systems and 
routine; partly because of the joy at the heart 
of poverty. The interview with the Francis-
cans gave his life meaning and purpose; he 
settled happily into his changed life. Now, he 
went to Mass every day. 
 

Surprisingly, he bought a copy of The Spiri-
tual Exercises of St. Ignatius; without any 

instruction, proceeded to go through it. Some weeks later, he felt that 
the Merton whom the Franciscans had provisionally accepted was a 
fake Merton. The Franciscan knew nothing about the boy he had 
fathered, of his repeated seduction of women and his bohemian life. 
 

The Franciscans did not ask for such confidences; but, Merton felt 
obliged to tell the Franciscans the worst about him … hoping, his 
indiscretion would be set aside. He did in July 1940, a month prior 
to admission. But, the Franciscans took a serious view of his misde-
meanors and he was advised to withdraw his application. 
 

His sincere attempt to please Mother Church had resulted in a re-
sounding rejection: I was completely broken in pieces. I could not 
keep back the tears as I concealed my face with my hands. I must no 
longer consider a vocation to the priesthood. I wanted grace … I 
needed prayer … I was helpless about God. 
 

Resilient as he was, Merton pushed through with his planned retreat 
at the Trappist monastery in Gethsemani, Kentucky. He was shown 
to a room by a brother who asked him pointedly if he had come to 
stay. He replied quickly: Oh no! 
 

What he found in the monastery intoxicated him: The whole earth 
came to life with the joy of their beautiful chanting. The eloquence 
of this liturgy was one simple but tremendous truth: The Church – 
the court of the Queen of Heaven – is the real capital of the country 
in which we are living. These monks, hidden in the anonymity of 
their choir and their white cowls, are doing for their country what no 
army, no congress, no president could ever do: Winning the grace … 
the perfection … and the friendship of God … for their country. 
 

(To be continued December 2012) 
 
John Francis. Nicknamed Planetwalker. Born 1946 
in Philadelphia. American environmentalist. Son of 
West Indian immigrants. Witnessed the devastation 
of an oil spill in 1971 as two oil tankers collided at 
San Francisco Bay. He vowed to stop riding in mo-
torized vehicles, lasting 22 years from 1972 to 1994. 
 

From 1973 until 1990, he went on voluntary silence 
– communicating through improvised sign lan-

guage, notes and his banjo – earning a Ph.D. in land management, 
traveled the entire width of the USA and walking to South America. 
His vow of silence was a gift to his community because, man, I just 
argued all the time; and, he was able to truly listen to other people, 
transforming his approach to both personal communication and envi-
ronmental activism. How long could you survive without your car? 
Try this question: How long could you survive without speaking? 
Francis started speaking again on Earth Day 1990 – April 22.  

All for Jesus, through Mary – with a smile! 8 
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Need  HELP? Contact us at: 
Rev. Fr. Manuel M. Flores, ANF National Director: 02-4266091. 

   Rev. Fr. Socrates C. Montealto: Tarcisian Director: 02-8314151. 
   Bro. Manuel I. Granados, ANF National President: 02-3539977; 
                                                                mi_granados@yahoo.com. 
   Bro. Duffy Lomuntad: 0916-4197050; aglomuntad@yahoo.com. 
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Angels …. Balaam chased after his donkey beating her to 
get back on the road. The donkey was beaten three times but 
it would not do Balaam’s bidding. Sometimes, angels block 
our path because we are headed in the wrong direction. Per-
haps, you feel frustrated … thwarted … in the same way as 
Balaam. You may be involved in a ministry … the Adora-
cion Nocturna Filipina … and you are overwhelmed with so 
any problems. God is trying to tell you something. 
 

Do not assume that you know the Will of God … instead, 
stop, pray ad ask for His Wisdom …. He may be pointing 
out another direction for you and your Turno/Section/
Council. Resist the temptation … to keep beating your don-
key … to keep doing your will … your plan … your project 
… your program. DO not force your Turno/Section/Council 
to tread the path you have chosen. 
 

Pray and ask humbly for God to guide you. He will open 
you eyes … and show you … if one of His angels is block-
ing your path. If that is the case, dare not to go forward … as 
Balaam’s donkey did.  Numbers 22:22-35 – I have come 
here to oppose you because you are going the wrong way. 
 
On Prayer …. At each biennial General Chapter, all supe-
riors of the Carthusian Order present their letters of resig-
nation – asking for relief from their administrative positions 
to return to their purely contemplative life. The monks refer 
to this custom as misericordia or mercy. The General Chap-
ter then reinstates or removes them at will and also appoints 
the Priors of each Charterhouse. 
 

Carthusian cells are usually unheated, 4-room, 2-storey 
dwellings with an area of 1,500 square feet – roughly 150 
square meters. 

 

On Apostolic Works of Mercy  
 

The exercise of one corporal work of 
mercy – to ransom prisoners – has insti-
tuted two religious orders at different 
times in the history of the Church. In the 
year 1198, the Trinitarians were founded 
by St. John of Matha and St. Felix of 
Valois; twenty years later, St. Peter 
Nolasco and St. Raymond of Penna-
fort established the Order of Our Lady of 
Ransom. Both communities have as their 
chief scope the recovery of Christians 
held captive by Muslims. That of St. Pe-

ter Nolasco have members who take a fourth vow: To sur-
render their own persons in place of those whom they are 
unable to redeem from slavery. 
 

These works express mercy, and have to be performed by 
believers insofar as they are able, in accordance with 
the Beatitude: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 
mercy (Matthew 5:7) and keeping with the two greatest 
commandments (Matthew 25:34-45): You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind …. and … You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.          (To be continued in December 2012) 

 

His Excellency 
Most Rev. Renato P. Mayugba, DD 
Bishop of Laoag 
 

Born 04 December 1955 at Sampaloc, Manila. 
Sacerdotal Ordination: 25 April 1981. 
Episcopal Ordination: 27 December 2005. 
Elevated to Bishop of Laoag: 12 October 2012. 
 
 
Mattieu Ricard. French Buddhist monk at She-
chen Tennyi Dargyeling Monastery, Nepal. Born 
15 February 1946 to Jean-François Ricard, French 
philosopher, and abstractionist painter, Yahne Le 
Toumelin, Buddhist nun since 1968. PhD in mo-
lecular genetics at Pasteur Institute. Concentrated 
on practice of Tibetan Buddhism than on scientific 
career; 50,000 hours of meditation. 
 

Dubbed the happiest person in the world by popu-
lar media. Matthieu Ricard volunteered for a study performed at the 
University of Wisconsin on happiness, scoring significantly beyond 
average after testing hundreds of other volunteers. Co-authored with 
Nancy B. Rawlings et al in 2004 a study on himself and the brains of 
meditators who had undergone a minimum three-year retreat. 
 

Study discovered: Meditation has a long-term effect on the brain 
with respect to attention-span, compassion and awareness. Practitio-
ners understand “meditation,” or mental training, to be a process of 
familiarization with one's own mental life leading to long-lasting 
changes in cognition and emotion.  

 

Gerard Manley Hopkins, S.J. (28 July 1844 – 8 
June 1889). English poet and son of deeply reli-
gious High Church Anglicans. Roman Catho-
lic convert and Jesuit priest. 
 

On 18 January 1866, Hopkins wrote the poem, The 
Habit of Perfection. In July 1866, he decided to 
become a Catholic; John Henry Cardinal Newman 
received him into the Catholic Church on 21 Octo-
ber 1866. Hopkins took vows of poverty, chastity 

and obedience on 8 September 1870 from the Society of Jesus. 
 

Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman (21 Feb-
ruary 1801 – 11 August 1890). Evangelical Oxford 
academic. Ordained Anglican priest in the Church 
of England on 29 May 1825. Oxford Movement 
leader wishing to return the Church of England to 
Catholic beliefs and forms of worship. Left the 
Church of England on 09 October 1845 and re-
ceived into the Roman Catholic Church. Eventu-
ally granted rank of cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. 
Beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on 19 September 

2010. Canonization dependent on documentation of miracles. 

The Divine Mercy.  
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Constantinopole 
From First Crusader by Geoffrey Regan. 

 

As the power and authority of states, kingdoms and empires de-
creased, that of the Papacy increased. The Church slowly began to 
replace Roman institutions in the West and, in many cases, the only 
source of law and civil administration was the local bishop who 
himself often was a former governor like St. Ambrose of Milan 
and St. Germanus of Auxerre. By the 8th century, Europe had been 

largely converted to Catholicism and ac-
knowledged the Pope as the Vicar of Christ. 
 

Since the 1st century AD, Rome had been 
the seat of the Papacy and, after the end of 
domination of Constantinopole in the 8th 
century, it became the capital of the Papal 
States, lasting until 1870. In 1871 Rome 
became the capital of the Kingdom of Italy, 
and, in 1946, of the Italian Republic. The 
Vatican City, was founded in 1929 within 

Rome, allowing the Holy See the benefits of political sovereignty. 
 

From the first to fourth century AD, the Church was an outlawed 
organization, unable to hold or transfer property. Early churches 
congregated in rooms of well-to-do individuals. A number of early 
churches built round the edges of Ancient Rome were ascribed to 
patrons who held the property in custody for the Church. After the 
ban on Christianity was lifted by the Emperor Constantine I, the 
Church's private property grew quickly; the Lateran Palace was the 
first significant donation — from Constantine himself. 
 

Other donations followed from mainland Italy and the provinces; 
the Church held all these lands as a private landowner, not as a sov-
ereign entity. In the 5th century, the Italian peninsula passed under 
the control of Odoacer and the Ostrogoths, the Church, with the 
Bishop of Rome as its head, submitted to their sovereign authority 
while asserting their spiritual primacy over the whole Church. 
 

In 772 AD, Lombard King Desiderius, invaded several Papal States 
and headed for Rome. Pope Adrian I sent emissaries to the Frankish 
king, Karolus Magnus – Charles I or Charles the Great or Charle-
magne – for military aid, requesting the king to enforce the policies 
of his father, Pepin. Charlemagne crossed the Alps in 773 and 
chased the Lombards back to Pavia, which they then besieged.  
 

In return for their lives, the Lombards surrendered; as master of 
Italy and king of the Lombards, Charlemagne forcibly Christianized 
the peoples he subjugated and banning, on pain of death, their na-
tive Germanic paganism. They were thus integrated into his realm. 
 

On Christmas Day 800AD, Charlemagne reached the height of his 
power when he was crowned Emperor by Pope Leo III. In his ac-
ceptance speech of the Charlemagne Prize, Blessed Pope John 
Paul II referred to him as the Pater Europae: Father of 
Europe, Charlemagne's empire united most of Western Europe for 
the first time since the Roman Empire.  
 

This new imperial line would evolve into the Holy Roman Empire, 
and reviving the imperial title Emperor but was not an extension of 
Roman traditions or institutions. After 924 AD, it was primarily a 
Germanic empire that contained little of the former territory of the 
Western Roman Empire, with French and German monarchies 
claiming descent from it. 

(To be continued in December 2012) 

His Eminence 
Most Rev. Luis Antonio G. Cardinal Tagle 
Archbishop of Manila 
 

Born 21 June 1957 at Manila. 
Sacerdotal Ordination: 27 February 1982. 
Episcopal Ordination: 12 December 2001. 
Elevated to Cardinaliate: 24 November 2012. 

 

His Excellency 
Most Rev. Christian V.F. Noel, D.D. 
Bishop of Talibon 
 

Born 17 November 1930 at Asturias, Cebu. 
Sacerdotal Ordination: 18 March 1961 Cebu. 
Episcopal Ordination: 30 November 1998 at   
          Cebu Metropolitan Cathedral. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Episcopal Ordination – December 2012: His Eminence 
Luis Antonio G. Cardinal Tagle; Archbishop Rolando O. J. 
Tria-Tirona of Caceres; and Bishop Renato P. Mayugba of 
Laoag.  
 

Foundation Anniversaries: 16th Year – Diocesan Council 
of Antipolo (18 December 1996). 
 

56th Year – Section 16 Bulacan; 
51st Year – Section 25 Batangas; 
30th Year – Section 74 Ticao Island, SFdo, Masbate; 
56th Year – Section 134 Las Pinas; and 
3rd Year – Section 148 Nangka . 
 

92nd Year – Turno 10 Quiapo. 
                              11 Sta. Ana, Manila. 
                              12 San Francisco de Asis. 
90th Year – Turno 23 Santissima Trinidad. 
89th Year – Turno 41 Laoag, Ilocos Norte. 
82nd Year – Turno 67 Balangiga, Samar. 
79thYear – Turno 74 Mercedes, Zamboanga City. 
78th Year – Turno 78 Porac, Pampanga. 
76th Year – Turno 89 Tabaco, Albay. 
                   Turno 94 San Isidro, Nueva Ecija;.     
                   Turno 95 Malolos, Bulacan. 
75th Year – Turno 124 Hermosa, Bataan. 
73rd Year – Turno 146 Pagsanjan, Laguna. 
                   Turno 148 Barasoain, Malolos, Bulacan.   
72nd Year – Turno 153 Orion, Bataan. 
60th Year – Turno 224 Tuy, Batangas. 
55th Year – Turno 497 Langangilang, Bangued, Abra. 
50th Year – Turno 825 Sison, Pangasinan; and 
                   Turno 826 Sta. Maria, Pangasinan. 
 

40th Year – TarcisianTurno 48 Camp Crame, Quezon City. 
30th Year – TarcisianTurno 128 Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 
 

Birthdays: Archbishop Emeritus Carmelo D.F. Morelos of 
Zamboanga; Bishop Sofronio A. Bancud of Cabanatuan; 
Bishop Crispin B. Varquez of Borongan; Bishop Emeritus 
Jeus Y. Varela of Sorsogon; Bishops Emeriti Ireneo A. 
Amantillo of Tandag; Crisostomo A. Yalung of Antipolo; 
Cesar C. Raval of Bangued; and Angel T. Hobayen of Ca-
tarman. 
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